Summary: North American Dinosaurs: Tyrannosaurus Rex describes how the T. rex got its name and what
scientists think about how it might have looked and acted while living on the Earth.
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Understands biological evolution and the diversity of life

Knows that fossils provide evidence about animals that lived long ago

Knows that fossils can be compared to one another and to living organisms to observe their similarities and differences
Knows that changes in the environment can have different effects on different organisms

Knows that different people may interpret the same set of observations differently
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Vocabulary Building and Background Knowledge:
Read the title as students look at the cover. Ask students to talk about
what they observe on the cover and what they already know about
T. rexes. Scaffold a discussion that builds on the background
knowledge of students and introduces them to the vocabulary words.
Discussion questions:
* AT rex was probably a predator and a carnivore. What do those
two words tell us about the T. rex?
* (Carnosaur starts like carnivore and ends like dinosaur. What do
you think it means?
* What does tyrant mean? Why do you think tyrant is part of the
word Tyrannosaurus?
* What is a theropod?
* What does extinct mean? What is an asteroid and how does it
relate to the study of dinosaurs?

Genre Study and Text Features:

State that North American Dinosaurs: Tyrannosaurus Rex is an
informational text. Ask students to look at the headings and
illustrations to determine how the information is organized. Then
highlight genre characteristics and text features that will support
students in reading the text.

Highlight prompts:

* Why are some of the pictures illustrations and some photographs?
In a book about dinosaurs, why is it important to distinguish
between illustrations and photographs?

* Turn to page 4 in your book and read the first paragraph. How
does the author help us visualize the size of a T. rex? As you read
the book, notice the way the author uses comparisons to help
you visualize and understand the information.

Reading the Book:
Have students read the book independently or with a partner.

After students have completed reading North American Dinosaurs: Tyrannosaurus Rex gather students together for a discussion based on
the questions below or assign students to answer the questions independently or with a partner.

* Besides bones, what other information has been found to give clues about how the Tyrannosaurus rex looked?

* Tyrannosaurus rex means “tyrant lizard". Do you think the tyrant king was a smart dinosaur? Explain.

* Why are museums rebuilding their T. rex displays?

Students may use the next page to draw and label a T. rex and write about how the fossils help give scientists clues about how it lived.

g

Sadlier-Oxford

A Division of William H. Sadlier, Inc.
1-800-221-5175
www.sadlier-oxford.com
Copyright © by William H. Sadlier, Inc. All rights reserved.




Name: Date:

Directions: Draw a Tyrannosaurus rex and label the head, teeth, front legs, back legs, feet, talons, and tail. Then
choose one part you labeled to write about. Describe the part and explain how it helps scientists understand how the
T. rex lived.

Draw and label:

Wirite:
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